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is still the chief cause of many of the shortcomings which those inter-
ested in public health work recognize.

While the new health officer has, according to the newspapers,
denied that he expects to discharge any of the personnel at present in
the department, he has also said that if the mayor wished to appoint
any friends, he would try to co6perate.

We hope that nothing we have said will be considered personal. It
is not intended to be so, but unquestionably a most deplorable situation
has come about, and no one on the outside knows what to expect.

Chicago is one of our largest and most important cities, and what
happens in health matters there deeply concerns the entire United
States.

This JOURNAL is interested in building up public health as a profes-
sion, and every such occurrence sets back the good work which has
been going on for a number of years.

THE BAD MILK IN OUR SMALL TOWNS
TARTLING and shocking are the facts revealed by a recent survey

L)of market milk in the small towns of the United States. In our towns
and cities having populations of less than 25,000 the milk seems as a
general rule to be dirty and contaminated. According to a report of the
American Child Health Association,1 which has coooperated in investi-
gations in 19 states, the milk supplies of small towns are high in bac-
teria, seldom come from tuberculin tested cattle, and are rarely pas-
teurized.

In 117 small towns and cities studied, an average of 25 per cent of
the milk supplies examined contained 200,000 or more bacteria per c.c.,
while an average of 40 per cent had 100,000 or more bacteria. Fifty-
one cities gave a positive test for B. Coli in 50 per cent or more of the
supplies tested and 21 cities gave such a positive test in 75 per cent or
more. Physical standards used for showing dirt revealed that most of
the milk was actually dirty. In only two places could 75 per cent of the
supplies be classed as "clean" or even "fairly clean."

Not one of the 1 1 7 towns and cities had 90 per cent pasteurization,
and 97 of these communities had no pasteurization at all. These facts
are in direct contrast to the large cities of the country, as more than
half of the cities with a population of 100,000 or greater now have 90
per cent or more of their milk supplies pasteurized.

These significant facts call for strenuous efforts on the part of sani-
tarians to assure a better and purer supply of the best of foods of man.

Campaigns to induce people to drink milk are valuable, because
good milk is the one nearly perfect nutriment, but along with these cam-
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